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We had hoped that the location we had found would be suitable 
for worship, but in the end, it didn’t work very well.  We pray 
that we’ll find a place that better suits our new church plant.   
 

Last week, we started catechism 
classes. We started with an intro-
duction to creeds and Reformed 
confessions.  On Tuesday night, I 
gave the first class for Selma. She 
had come to know the Reformed 
faith through a woman and her 
sister who are members of the 
congregation in Caraguatatuba. She seems very interested and 
happy with the beginning of work in São Paulo.  

 

On Friday afternoon, I gave the first 
class for Renan and his wife, Daph-
yner. They already know the Re-
formed faith, but this gives them the 
opportunity to learn more about our 
catechism and the life and practice 
of the Reformed churches.  

 

 

While working in São Pau-
lo, I would like to focus on 
helping men know what role 
they play in their homes, at 
church and in society. In 
order to accomplish this, I 
started an online course 
about biblical masculinity 
called "School for Men".  
The course deals with the marks of biblical masculinity, as well 
as the qualifications required for office bearers in the church. 
This helps to prepare men the Lord calls to be in office. Last 
Tuesday, I gave the first online class using the Zoom applica-

tion. The class has also 
been made available on our 
YouTube channel. In this 
way, we reach other men. 
In the group of subscribers, 
we have 32 men from dif-
ferent parts of Brazil, and 
some are pastors. Offering 
online resources is a great 
opportunity that should be 
taken advantage of. 
 

Seeking new pastures  

São Paulo  

Missionary Pastor Elienai Batista has 
been sent by the IRB in IPSEP to be a 
missionary in the city of São Paulo.   
Pastor Elienai and family moved to 
São Paulo in the beginning of 2020. 
In early January, Pr. Elienai met with 
Mr. Renan, whom he had met through 
an online course, and had lunch with 
Mr. Renan’s family.  This was a great 
start to the year, as Mr. Renan was a 
student at the seminary of the Presby-
terian Church of Brazil but hopes to study at the Institute João 
Calvin DV.  Mr. Renan plans to join the church plant in São 
Paulo.   
Pr. Elienai shares: I have been able to secure a 3 bedroom 
apartment in the city of Santo André which has all the amenities 
in a 1km radius.  A place with many evangelism opportunities, I 
will mention a few.  I talked with an Uber driver, Alexander, 
who used to be a member of a Presbyterian Church but hasn’t 
been for a while because the focus of the congregation was ma-
terialism and good works.  We talked about the Gospel, God’s 
grace, and belonging to Christ, as well as Lord’s Day 1: “What 
is our only comfort in Life and death?”  I met Rafeal when he 
came to install the internet in our apartment.  When we started 
talking, he mentioned that he was a Roman Catholic and that his 
wife was pregnant.  He was praying that this child would live, as 
two of his children had died in the womb, and one had died after 
18 months due to a heart disease.  When I asked him where and 
if he could find comfort, his comment was that God knows what 
He does.  Again, I talked about the catechism and the comfort of 
belonging to Christ.  The last person I’ll talk about is the gas 
fitter.  I asked him why his Company’s name is “Água Viva 
Aquecedores” or “ Living Water Heaters.” He said it was be-
cause of what Jesus had said.  He is going to an Assemblies of 
God church after marrying.  We continued and enjoyed talking 
about the Gospel, and he seemed open to 
joining one of our services.  I have made 
cards with my phone number and the web-
site for these kinds of opportunities.  The 
harvest is ready!  
 

On January 26th, 2020, at 5pm, we 
had our first service in São Paulo.  
I was glad that pastor Adriano 
Gama and his family could be pre-
sent at this occasion.  Beside the 
Gama family and myself, we had 
16 people present, including chil-
dren and youth, and I preached on 
Psalm 100.   
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Igreja Reformada de  
Porto de Galinhas  
 
Paster Thyago Lins has been sent 
by the IRB in IPSEP to Porto de 
Galinhas.  Pr. Thyago has been a 
student under pastors DeGraaf, 
Wieske, and Venema.  After a few 
years serving as a missionary pas-
tor in Barreiras and in Colombo, 
he has been sent by the IRB from 
IPSEP to Porto de Galinas, along with his wife and  two children. 

 

The church in IPSEP has been work-
ing with believers in the Porto de 
Galinhas area since 2018.  Due to 
those efforts, and with the help of sur-
rounding pastors, 100 services have 
been held in a variety of places.  This 
includes the homes of brothers that 
live in the area, and even several visi-
tors were able to open their homes.  It 

was difficult not to have a permanent place of worship.  Over the 
past 2 years, many prayers went up for a permanent place of wor-
ship and a pastor.  By the grace of God, we have been able to find 
both.  Pastor Thyago was installed as missionary pastor, and after 
several weeks of searching, he was able to find a place to live.  
While looking for a place to live, he met a 
municipal school director.  After some 
communication, the church in Porto de 
Galinhas is now able to rent a place at the 
school.  We pray that the Lord will bless 
the work in Porto de Galinhas, and that 
his church may be a light in that area.  
 

 

Update from Missionary - Pastor Jim 
IJC Institute João Calvin: 
 

Pr. Abram DeGraaf began the school year teaching a two-week mod-
ule, “Introduction to the New Testament.” He taught the first week in 
Maceió and the second week at the IJC. In March, the regular class 

schedule and the new study year started with 
an opening chapel.  Pr. Laylton is teaching 

Greek (1st and 2nd year), Pr. Elton is 

teaching 2nd year Hebrew, and Pr. Lucio 

is teaching 1st year Hebrew. Pr Jim will 
be teaching Introduction to the Study of 
Theology and Introduction to the Old 

Testament. This class will be presented 

on Wednesday nights at CLIRE. We are 

trying to work things out as much as possi-
ble to have the first and second-year stu-
dents studying the same courses. 

 

 

Mission Aid:  
 
Many of the Brazilian churches are small in 
size, and there are small pockets of believ-
ers in areas of the country which are eco-
nomically challenged.  The churches gather 
together faithfully every Sunday, often in 
small buildings.  It is hard for these church-
es to support a pastor and pay for the rent of the building.  Over 
the years, the Mission Board and Mission Aid (currently Mission 
Brazil) have been blessed with support and funds to fund church 
buildings.  Currently, the church in Esperança gathers together in 
a building which barely holds the congregation, and after the ser-
vice, there is little to no room for fellowship.  This year, the 

church in Esperança has requested funds for a 
church building, and Mission Brazil is able to 
help them.  The following is a response from the 
church after they 
heard MB was able to 
support the building 
project.  

 

 

 

“Oh, what wonderful news, my broth-

er! Praise be to God! We are VERY hap-

py and grateful to God for this great 

blessing. We thank the brothers and sisters for all the work done in 

regards to our project and forwarding it to the Aldergrove Mission. 

May the Lord of the Church bless you and give you grace in return for 

all the work done in favor of the growth of His Kingdom. May God 

bless our brothers and sisters who donated and also make them 

abundant in all things. In Christ, Pr. Elton, secretary of Esperança 

Church Council.” 

 

We hope to keep you up to date with this building project. 
 

Finance seminars:  POSTPONED   
Everything was planned, announced and ready to fly 
to Curitiba to present the Personal Finance series in 
Colombo from 19 to 20 of March: flights were 
booked and paid for, the hotel was booked, etc. 
Then, about a week before the travel date, the media 
and other social media groups began intensifying 
news briefs and discussions on…… By Saturday, 

March 14th, the chatter was significantly heightened across the 
nation.  Also, here in Brazil travel was restricted to essentials on-
ly. So, in consultation with Pr. Adriano (pastor in Colombo), the 
decision was made to cancel the event for now.  A week later, the 
Brazil Coronavirus was already a completely different scenario. 
The congregation in Colombo did not meet in the church building, 
and Pr. Adriano moved the two worship services online. Not only 
would there have been close to zero participation in the seminars, 
but our MAW may have also been stranded 3,000 KM south of his 
family for who knows how long.  May the Lord bring relief of the 
virus soon and give another opportunity to present 
this seminar in Colombo.  
 

 

 

Prayer request:  Our missionary family had planned to be togeth-
er this summer, but the current world wide issues seem to prevent 
that. They do not know when they will be together again.  

Currently in Esperança  

The future in Esperança ? 
With a congregation of course 


