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The Ethiopian MERF team 
leaders had already been 

teaching for a week before 
my wife, Rosalind and I 
arrived in the Ethiopian 
capital, Addis Ababa on 
November 23. The first half 
of the book of Romans and 
evangelism among Muslims 
had already been covered. 
This was MERF’s fourth 
21-day Ethiopian biblical 
study term for pastors and 
evangelists held in 2019.

From Far & Near
Over twenty Ethiopian pas-
tors and evangelists gath-
ered from ten different 
regions. Most came from 
Muslim dominated areas 
and the rest from Ethiopian 
Orthodox areas. Some had 
traveled long distances to 
attend. Recruited through 
local churches, each board-

ing trainee must commit to 
teach the material learnt to 
as many others as possible 
upon return. Reports of 
their teaching are then sent 
back to the Ethiopian MERF 
team leaders.

In questions raised between 
themselves, it was clear 
some were already thinking 
of how they would conduct 
this teaching when they 
returned home.

In addition to the resi-
dent trainees, local pastors 
and other church workers 
attended sessions daily. This 
raised the number of train-
ees to above thirty. 

On Tuesdays, pastors’ 
wives came for a full day of 
Bible study with my wife, 
Rosalind. As a podiatrist, she 
began with foot care dem-
onstrations and education, 

which were greatly appre-
ciated. Rosalind took the 
theme of Mary at Jesus’ feet: 
Sitting at His feet, Falling at 
His feet and Anointing His 
Feet. Their time together 
was very precious.

Intensive Training
Over two weeks, I cov-
ered a portion of the three 
month Augustine Program, 
the biblical training course 
developed for East Africa 
at the MERF-Lokichoggio 
Center. This included:

- Teaching through catechism
- Stuart Olyott’s book 
Preaching Pure and Simple 
with MERF’s Amharic trans-
lation.
- Pastoral theology of 1st & 
2nd Timothy and Titus.
- The Doctrine of the Trinity: 
This was my first time teach-

ing the subject to those of 
Muslim background. So, I 
finalized some lessons there.

Translation was ongoing 
into the two major languages 
of Ethiopia, Amharic and 
Oromo. Daily two morning 
sessions were held with a 
longer one ending early after-
noon, so day trainees could 
return to ministries.

Hungry to Learn
Response to the teaching was 
a great encouragement. The 
hunger to learn God’s Word 
was a delight. Interaction 
in discussion was impres-
sive in fluency of thought 
and expression as well as the 
courtesy towards each other. 
Questions the men raised 
varied: How can God have a 
Son? Can you explain Genesis 
6:1-4? Who was Mechizedek? 

Harvest Workers in Ethiopia
by Pastor Timothy Burden, MERF Augustine Program Coordinator

Tim and Rosalind Burden with trainees
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at the completion of His work 
of redemption. This was fol-
lowed by a time of praise and 
open prayer concluding with 
a chorus of amens.

It was a tremendous privilege 
to work alongside the MERF 
Ethiopia team and serve the 
men and women who gath-
ered. We were wonderfully 
upheld by the prayers of the 
Lord’s people. Please remem-
ber these men in prayer as 
they return to teach and bear 
testimony to the Lord.

Another encouragement was 
learning that MERF now 
partners with local Ethiopian 
churches to support fifty 
evangelists in remote areas 
of Ethiopia. MERF support 
is matched and sometimes 
exceeded by local church-
es. May the Lord bless these 
faithful Ethiopians as they 
strengthen believers with 
God’s Word and bring salva-
tion to the lost.

Gratitude & 
Laughter

The last day, the trainees pre-
sented books to the instruct-
ors as a thank you gift. Great 
appreciation was expressed 
for Zemen, MERF’s Ethiopia 
team leader, for his service 
organizing the training. One 
trainee presented his long 
and very entertaining poem 
on the course. Without 
understanding a word, we 
caught on to his caricatures 
of most of his colleagues, 
skillfully mimicking their 
peculiarities. It was great fun 
to see all relaxed and in good 
humor.

Glory of Christ
The final teaching session 
was a study on the two con-
trasting states of Christ, His 
humiliation and His exalta-
tion. We closed contemplat-
ing heaven and Christ’s glory 

Is divorce permissible for 
Christians? What is meant by 
‘Your Kingdom come’? Why 
doesn’t the Church unite today 
to defend the doctrine of the 
Trinity against the denial 
of Jehovah Witnesses and 
Muslims?

Gripped by Truth
It was a blessing to hear some 
testimonies while relax-
ing together. One man had 
led a gang in persecuting 
Christians, until the cour-
ageous and wise witness of 
a Christian. This believer 
offered him a book. Had it 
been a tract, he would have 
crunched it up and thrown 
it away. But as a book lover, 
he accepted it. The book on 
Jesus’ teaching of the broad 
and narrow ways was used 
by God to save him. Then he 
became the target of perse-

cution, but praises God for 
preserving him.

Another began his journey 
to salvation when the imam 
asked all attending Friday 
prayers to contribute to a 
bribe fund for a judge senten-
cing a Christian man the next 
day. It was to ensure that a 45 
year prison sentence would 
be imposed. Disgusted, he 
refused to worship the god 
of such injustice and went 
home. He then resolved to 
take the prisoner some food 
that evening. The prison-
er asked him to telephone a 
certain number to explain his 
plight. He did so, resulting 
in the man’s release. This 
began his search for the true 
Christian faith. Months later 
he found salvation in Christ.

A Somali man first began 
reading the Bible with other 
friends to confirm that the 
terrible things said about 
Christians were true. As they 
read, their understanding of 
the Christian faith and life 
was transformed. Realizing 
that they had been told 
lies, they were gripped by 
the truth of the Bible. After 
persecution for Bible read-
ing, they eventually came to 
faith, born again through the 
incorruptible Word of God.

“Behold, how 
good and 

pleasant it is
    when brothers 
dwell in unity!”

- Psalm 133:1

MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faithful 

support! Please make cheques 
payable to MERF-Canada and 

send them to the address at 
the bottom of the page.
Online donations can 

be made to Middle East 
Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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